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NOV 19 1959

VEHOPARIY FUR:  Asas

THROAGH ¥ Comptroller

FRoM : Management Offiecer ©

SUBJECT ? Requast for Issuance of Letier «f intent to Pent
158 Type X79% “lectronic .warching -slector.

1. Request

Asquest (s made for the issusnce of a lattor of intent for the
vental of one 13 Type 794 Fleotronic .olectop,

2' 53@3

@, This machine reats for 31,400 s nonth,
be ‘o funds will be needed for the FY 195},
Ce For the FY 1955, $9,20.00 will bas needed.,

Thereafter, the monthly rentsl will be 31,400 2 month, The underw ‘
standing 18 thadl we will rent for & 1za8t three years although
we cannot contract the payments beyond that which is anpropriztad
by Congress and, thorefors s & lotter of intent beyond the fiscal}
year 1955 is really a gentleman's agroement,

3. Use of Nachine

This machine was doveloped by the IBY for specific use in soarching
index~d inforsaticn.

#2, in common with a1l large rescarch concerns, are faced with the
contimaing uptrend in the cost of searching out nseded knowladge
whan planning and condueting research. Because of thig FRC
authorized a research program, condmeted in conjuncti-n with HIT,
2 part of which wea development of this machine, & subscguant
staff study will be ilssued in conjuncticn with the furtherance of
this research program, ¥sanwhile, as a gy-produet, ws have found
this machine is weeful in gseveral areas (s=2 twe letters attachnd;,
#n dlso hHave vorbal concurronce from Lol, RR, and Lhe Epmeial
Register, CD, serving CI. The machine, thryefore, will be used
for currsat operationgl preblems and for continwation of research
inte indexing ani locumentation problems throughout the Agency.

be Feason for Letter nf Inteqt

“t this time 1BE 18 :bout to manufacture L handwe.ustructed sachines,
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one for theiyr own ressarch program, one for the Battelle Memorial
Institute, and two for other people. If we wish to get one of

these machines, it is necessary to give a definite commitment ss

far as we legally can. Since it tekes about ik months to manufacture
the machine, it will be necessary for us to give a letter of intent
at this time unless we want to be left in the lurch.

A

W. L, PEEL

CONCUR:

Provided the letter of intent specifies that the arrangement is
subject to funds being svailsble in fiscal year 1955 ard succeeding
years. The specific office which can finance this operation is

not known at this tims since specific provision was nol made in the
budget for financing this experiment. In wievw of the smll amount
involved, however, it is believed provision can be made during the
reprogramuing of 1955 fiscal year operations after appropriations
are availeble for that year. This action anticipawes the inclusion
of this iten in succeeding fiscal year dudgets.

- 25X1A9a

{2nd pg retyped 11/19/53 - concurrence)
c - Comptrecller
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one for thelr cwn ressarch program, one for the Battelle Vemorisl
Institute, and two for other pecple, If we wish to gt cne of

these machines, it 1s necessary to give a defimite commitment ag

far as we logally can. iince it takes sbout 14 months to mamufacture
the pachine, it will be necessary for us t6 give a letter of intent
at this time unless we want to be left in the lurch.

#. L. PFEL
flewr Hey

Concurrence for the Comptroller - 1 can arrange for the necessary
funde for the fiscal yeer 1955 to be taken out of the budgets.
For tne succeeding yoars, funds will bs requ-sted in our regular
anngal %)“m;

g'm L%Q =k, e
lomptroller
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VDI HOITER
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